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Food is the Doorway 
Through Which Hope Enters
“Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, compassionate 
hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.” Colossians 3:12
Since its opening in July 2014, the Bread for Life Co-op at Home Sweet Home 
Ministries has impacted hundreds of families by giving them an opportunity 
to provide for themselves through the work of their own hands. Bread for Life 
participants fulfill membership by working at the Co-op. Members can shop in an 
all-choice model store and select the 
food that best meets their need. Mary, 
a Co-op member, has a story of hope 
and renewal. Mary became a Bread 
for Life Co-op member after she heard 
about the opening of the program. 
Before joining the Co-op, Mary and 
her friends would drive to local 
food pantries on a regular basis. One 
Saturday, Mary drove to Vale Church 

and was told that their food 
pantry was closing and 
they were directing their 
resources to Home Sweet 
Home Ministries’ new 
Co-op. The idea of working for groceries instead of accepting a handout 
appealed to her because that is what she was taught growing up. Since 
becoming a member, Mary has made a positive impact on the Co-op and 
the people around her.

“You see- I was raised to believe that you worked for the things you 
wanted. I grew up with humble means, but we always had enough. There 

just wasn’t any excess. I grew up believing that God will provide for you when you need it because 
he takes care of His children. I’ve always tried to remember that important lesson. And I think 
becoming a part of the Co-op has helped me see the ways in which God provides for us all.”

Mary has encouraged many of her friends to join the Co-op as well. She explains to them the 
benefit of community and how relationships are built while working toward a common goal. Mary 
says that the staff and Co-op members have been extremely encouraging and compassionate. These 
relationships have helped her grow as a person, and she 
has seen the same thing for other members.

“I’ve been blessed by the relationships I’ve built through 
the Co-op. Those relationships have become really strong, 
and since I LOVE to talk and ask questions, I’ve learned 
so much about people from different walks of life. I get 
a sense that there is real community here. We all get to 
share our lives with one another, from our past to our 
future plans.” 

To learn more about the Bread for Life Co-op, 
head to www.hshministries.org/bread-for-life-co-op
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PASS IT ON! When you are through with this newsletter, please share it with a friend.

MARY
A Message
from

ANN
“Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them; 
for it is to such as these that the kingdom of God belongs.” 
– Luke 18:16

Last month, Christians around the world celebrated 
the birth of a child to a homeless couple who were at 
the mercy of an innkeeper. This innkeeper showed 
compassion to this homeless couple and allowed them 
the use of his stable for a birthing room and nursery. 
This homeless infant became the Savior of the world.  

One in 30 children in the United States will experience 
homelessness during his or her childhood. 2.5 million 
children are homeless in the United States every year.  
On any given night, Home Sweet Home Ministries 
provides a safe refuge for approximately 25 children.

In addition to temporary shelter, Home Sweet Home 
Ministries provides case management services, 
education, and referrals to homeless families. The 
Bridge of Hope program is ending homelessness for 
single mothers and their children who participate in 
the program, one family and one church at a time. The 
Bread for Life Co-op, Faith and Finances classes, and 
Jobs for Life program are all helping to lift families out 
of poverty.

Jesus had a heart for the youngest and most vulnerable 
in the Kingdom and we must, too. Children are 
counting on you. Your gifts of time, treasure, and talent 
are tangible ways in which you can share Christ’s love 
with the children who mean so much to Him.
 
Our website lists a host of ways in which you can help 
share Christ’s love. Please go to www.hshministries.org 
to find out how you can help.

In His Name,

Mary Ann Pullin
Chief Executive
mpullin@hshministries.org
(309) 828-7356

Blessed 
Birthdays
What brings more joy into the life 
of a young child than celebrating 
their birthday? But for many of 
the children staying at the Billy 
Shelper Center at Home Sweet 
Home Ministries, a birthday 
celebration was not possible. 
Not until Staci and Bob Yehl 
decided to make it their mission 
to start Blessed Birthdays. “We 
were looking for a volunteer 
opportunity that we could share with our young sons, John and Peter,” 
Staci shares. “We came in after Christmas 2009 and helped take down 
the decorations around Home Sweet Home. I was thinking about gifts 
and the joy of the holiday and I wondered how the kids here celebrated 
their birthdays.” After talking with Linda Smith, Home Sweet Home 
Ministries’ Volunteer Coordinator, Staci decided that she and her 
family would throw a monthly party for the kids at Home Sweet 
Home, where everyone could celebrate their birthday. At first, Staci and 
her husband Bob got all the party supplies, gifts, and the cake. Their 
sons John and Peter helped with party games and activities for the 
kids. With the help of social media, Staci was able to get more people 
involved. “We started a Facebook page to share with others what we 
were doing and there was a huge outpouring of support. People were 
glad to help make sure that kids could have a happy birthday,” Staci 
said. “I remember one little 3-year-old girl whose birthday we were 
celebrating. The mom was overwhelmed by the outpouring of love we 
shared that day. But when we gave the little girl her first present she 
didn’t know what to do with it. Her mom told us that she had never 
had a birthday party so she didn’t understand that it was a gift for 
her. That is why we do Blessed Birthdays, so no child will miss that 
experience.” Staci and her family and friends continue to share the 
love and joy each month at Home Sweet Home Ministries. Want to 
volunteer at Home Sweet Home Ministries? Then visit 
www.hshministries.org and fill out an application!
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overwhelmed by the 
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 that it was a gift for 
her. That is why we 

do Blessed Birthdays, 
so no child will miss 

that experience.”  
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Sharing the Blessing 
Thanksgiving was an amazing experience here at Home Sweet Home Ministries. 
Our partnership with Midwest Food Bank allowed us to share the blessings of 
the season with 2,000 families this past Thanksgiving. Because of many people’s 
compassionate hearts, over 2,000 turkeys and 2,100 Thanksgiving Essentials 
Bags were collected! The Lincoln and Bloomington Mission Marts also collected 
over $4,500 from the sale of our turkey cards! Proceeds from the Lincoln card 
sales supported our ministry partner Open Arms Christian Fellowship to share a 
Thanksgiving meal with hundreds in Lincoln. Thank you to our many partners 
who contributed, and to all of YOU who came out to help! Whether you donated 
a turkey or your time, your support helped Home Sweet Home Ministries “Give 
Thanks” in our community. Below are some photos and thoughts from people 
who were helped this year.

In February 2013, Home Sweet Home Ministries 
began working with single, homeless mothers 
through the Bridge of Hope program. Bridge 
of Hope is a program that builds a three-way 
partnership between a mother and her children, 
a church based mentor group, and Home Sweet 
Home Ministries. Through this collaboration, 
supportive friendships are established and 
family stability is fostered to help the mom 
become strong and self-sustaining. In the past 
year, two new families have entered the Bridge 
of Hope program with new mentoring groups 
at East White Oak and Vale Church. This 
brings the total number of families helped to 
four. These two mothers are working towards 
the goals of permanent housing and financial 
stability through employment. Friendships 
have been formed between the mothers and 
the mentoring groups; this is one of the most 
influential parts of the program. The mothers 
are able to meet people who will show them 
Christ-like love and support, which often they 
have not experienced before. Over the next 
few months, other church partners will work 
to establish mentor groups. As this program 
blossoms in our community, many doors will 
be opened for single mothers and their children. 
Want to learn more about Bridge of Hope-
Visit hshministries.org/bridge-of-hope 

Bridge of Hope: 
Update!

“God be with everyone who provided 
us this delicious meal.”

“Your kindness was appreciated! 
Thank you for the wonderful meal at 

Thanksgiving!”

“Thank you so much for the food! 
It was great and God Bless YOU!”

“Sending you all a big THANKS 
from the bottom of our hearts. We 

were able to share this lovely meal 
with our son this Thanksgiving.”

“Everyone was so happy and thankful. 
The process this year was great!” 

“Thank you so much for making my 
Thanksgiving especially good for me and 

my teenagers. I spent the day cooking and 
everything turned out wonderfully. I was so 

touched by the generosity.”
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Save the Date! The Run for Hope will take place on 
March 29th, 2015. More information will be coming 
your way on how to register! Follow us on Twitter and 
Facebook for updates. @hshministries @nightinacar

Weekend 
of Hope

Jobs for Life: Changing Lives, Transforming 
Communities
Each one of us journeys through 
life, and employment is an 
important part of that journey. 
Jobs for Life is a new training 
program at Home Sweet Home 
Ministries that helps students 
engage in a journey to find 
better employment. In 2015, 
Home Sweet Home Ministries is 
launching Jobs for Life in Lincoln 
and Logan County. The Jobs 
for Life training and support 
system will work to provide a 
reliable, trustworthy workforce 
to meet the pressing employment 
needs of companies in Lincoln 
and Logan County. Jobs for 
Life equips local partners to 
champion the cause of work to 
those who need it most, thereby 
allowing purpose and dignity to 
be restored. Jobs for Life engages members and volunteers in purposeful 
outreach to transform lives beyond temporary hand out assistance 
by providing job readiness training and support strategies that will 
empower its students. 
Want to get involved? Head to our website at 
hshministries.org!

Updated Needs List! 
Hundreds of families in Bloomington Normal suffer 
from lack of food security and access to the essentials 
of life. As part of the ministry of Home Sweet Home, 
families come to us seeking better access to food and 
other basic necessities. Listed below are the most 
needed items that we require on a regular basis to 
adequately serve our community. For a complete 
list, head to hshministries.org to help us meet 
the need!

Non-Food Items
Shampoo and conditioner (full size)
Toothpaste
Deodorant (Women’s)
Razors/shaving cream (Women’s)
Body wash
Powdered laundry soap
Small Dixie cups
Ziploc bags
Baby shampoo
Baby body wash
Baby lotion
Diaper rash cream
Children’s shampoo
Children’s body wash
Children’s toothpaste/toothbrushes
Pull-Ups (all sizes)
Diapers sizes 4, 5, 6
Bandaids (multi-size packs)


